6 definitions of the right
to digital resistance

Natural Law

To justify acts of resistance, early political actors often referred to the notion of a higher or a
natural law. This notion of resistance rests on the 1dea that any legal system has to comply with
this higher law, for example with the dignity of man, or else the act to resist becomes a moral
imperative, as in the cases of Daniel Ellsberg and Edward Snowden.

Contractualism

Contractualism suggests that any contract between two parties 1s void when one side violates
the intent of the contract. Once the founding contract 1s violated, acting against this contract
1s no longer seen as illegal, as for example Chelsea Manning asserted when she leaked the
footage of the Collateral Murder video.

Antinomism

A very basic form of resistance consists 1n refuting any law. This notion is commonly referred
to as antinomism (from the Greek words anti, »against<, and nomos, »law«, literally meaning
»to be against the law<). Antinomism disputes the legislative authority of the State and the
universally binding nature of the law as such.

Transparency

In reference to the right to resistance the i1deal of transparency has taken on an absolute form.
Where as the leaking of information in the case of natural law and contractualism 1s meant as
a means to keep power 1n check, transparency advocates, such as Julian Assange, cherish the
revelation of “all information® as a transformative end 1n 1itself.

Critique of Technology

Critique of Technology comes from concerns regarding the impact technologies have on
individuals, on societies, 1f not on humanity itself. Accordingly, today various advocates of
this critique of technology, for example Ted Kaczynski, the Neo-Luddites or the Anarcho-
Primitivists, aim at destroying either the material or the intellectual premises of the leading
technologies of society: the phenomena of digitalization and its intellectual base, cybernetics.

Vigilantism

Vigilantism does not act according to higher principles or a universal standard that should be
applicable to all of humanaity. It rather tries to justify its opposition to change with the need to
preserve the mtegrity of a given community. Vigilantes often appropriate the state’s monopoly
of policing. They legitimize their action by a purely subjective conception of the law and fight
anything that does not conform to their personal moral outlook.



6 definitioner af retten
til digital modstand

Naturretten

Det tidligste begreb, som er blevet brugt til at retfeerdigggre civil ulydighed, er tanken om
en naturret, hvor tilheengere handler efter en slags hgjere lov. Tanken er, at ethvert juridisk
system skal veere i overensstemmelse med den hgjere lov, ellers bliver det at yde modstand
til en moralsk ngdvendighed, som man f.eks. har set det i sagerne om Daniel Ellsberg eller
Edward Snowden.

Kontraktualisme

Kontraktualisme betyder, at enhver kontrakt mellem to parter ophaeves, hvis én af parterne
forbryder sig mod kontraktens and. Nar den underliggende kontrakt fgrst én gang er
tilsidesat, anses det ikke laengere for ulovligt at handle i modstrid med den. Det haevdede
f.eks. Chelsea Manning, da hun leekkede den sakaldte Collateral Murder video.

Antinomisme

En helt grundleeggende form for modstand bestar i at afvise al lovgivning i det hele taget.
Denne tanke kaldes antinomisme, hvilket bogstaveligt betyder at veere imod loven (fra det
graeske ord anti, »imod« og nomos, >low). Antinomisme modsazetter sig statens lovgivende
myndighed og afviser, at loven som sadan har universelt bindende karakter.

Gennemsigtighed

Inden for den digitale modstand og civile ulydighed harideen om gennemsigtighed antaget
en radikal form. Hvor tilheengere af naturret og kontraktualisme bruger laekket information
som et middel til at holde magten i skak, keemper gennemsigtighedens fortalere, sasom
Julian Assange, for frigivelsen af al information som et mal i sig selv.

Teknologi kritik

Teknologikritik bygger pa en bekymring over den indvirkning, som teknologien kan have pa
den enkelte, pa samfundet og pa hele menneskeheden. | dag sigter forskellige fortalere for
denne teknologikritik, som Ted Kaczynski, neo-Ludditerne og Anarko-primitivisterne, efter
at gdeleegge bade det materielle grundlag og vidensgrundlaget for samfundets vigtigste
teknologier: digitaliseringen og dens intellektuelle fundament, cybernetikken.

Selvtegt

Selvteegt (ogsa kaldet vigilantisme) sker ikke ud fra hgjere principper, der geelder hele
menneskeheden. Selvtaegten forsgger | stedet at retfeerdigggre sin modstand mod
forandringer med behovet for at fastholde det givhe samfunds sammenhaengskraft.
Selvteegtsfolk bryder ofte statens monopol pa politiarbejde. De retfeerdigggr deres
handlinger gennem en subjektiv opfattelse af loven og bekeemper alt, der ikke matte
stemme overens med deres personlige moralske verdensanskuelse.



